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Transracial Adoptive Parent Questionnaire

     It is imperative families adopting transracially continually educate, engage and immerse 
themselves in matters of race, racism, and discrimination. Only then, can you educate, assist
and protect your children when it comes to navigating the complex, and painful world of race, racism and discrimination

Please read each situation below, discuss with your spouse (if applicable) and write a response answering the three questions below. Responses should be written on an attached sheet of paper. These situations are real-life scenarios that our adoptive parents have experienced.

1. What immediate action would you take? (Doing nothing counts as a validating the action)  
2. Would there be any follow-up actions, if so with whom, when and what would that entail?
3. What actions might have prevented or minimized this situation? What could have been done to better prepare the involved parties? 
Situation #1
Your son comes home from his 2nd week in middle school and tells you a boy in gym class called him the 'n' word.   

Situation #2
Another parent tells you they overheard your child’s coach making racially insensitive comments such as, “I thought all black people could play basketball.” “Great job. You’re proof black people can swim.” “Come on you can hit harder than that. I though you guys were built for this kind of stuff.” 

Situation #3
Someone known to you approaches you and asks you if you knew your children would be black when you agreed to adopt them.

Situation #4
Your child of color has asked a Caucasian girl/boy to the school dance. He/ She has replied that his/her parents aren't accepting of their child dating a black girl/boy". 

Situation #5
Your child has started dating, and you notice he only dates people outside of his race. Around the same time, you notice that he is making disparaging comments about boy/girls of his race. Example “I don’t date black girls they are too ghetto” “I am just not attracted to black girls. I can’t help it if I like blonde hair/blue eyes”   

Situation #6
Your child of color comes to you and is upset because the girls at school/church/sports team etc. aren't accepting of her and she believes that it is because she is black. 

Situation #5
You notice your 14-year-old daughter is becoming withdrawn and her grades have decreased. She doesn't seem to be interested in things that she previously enjoyed. She confesses that she doesn't feel beautiful in her black skin and she wishes she were someone other than herself. 

