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Adoption Assistance, Inc. Risk Statement for Families Adopting an Older Child or Older Children

Prior to our approval, please initial where indicated to affirm that you have read and understood this information, then sign and notarize this document. Make a copy for your records and return the signed and notarized copy to Adoption Assistance, Inc.

This acknowledgement was created to ensure high-quality and a mutual understanding between Adoption Assistance, Inc. and __________________________, the adoptive family, who desire the approval of a child(ren) who is anticipated to be 5 or older, at the time of placement. 

The Adoptive Family understands and acknowledges the following:

*
Older children are coming from an institutional and/or foster care setting with a partially or completely unknown history of prior placement(s), behavior, medical treatment(s), trauma and/or exposure to emotional, physical, substance, and/or sexual abuse. 





_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
Children who have been sexually abused, witnessed sexual behaviors may exhibit sexually provocative or aggressive behaviors. In an orphanage/foster home, a child may have had free/unsupervised access to internet pornography or adult films, and as such may have engaged in sexual experimentation with peers. Without formal sex education, children may learn through experimentation and imitating what they see in pornographic images. For their own safety and the safety of others, children should be supervised around other children, particularly those who are younger or vulnerable. 



_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
Not all Information will be known by the placing/homestudy agency or ascertainable by the homestudy/placing agency, there will be risks, both known and unknown that may affect the future health, social, and/or emotional development of the child, as well as the current members of the Adoptive Family’s household. 









_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
A child with an early history of inconsistent and disrupted relationships with caretakers may have difficulty attaching to adoptive parents. Children may have a range of attachment and bonding issues, including, the fear of being away from parents, clinginess, indiscriminate affection with strangers, and fear or avoidance of intimacy. Children may exhibit regressed behaviors including bedwetting, soiling, or acting like a child younger than their chronological age. 





_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
Depending on the country of origin (including the United States) and a child’s age at the time of adoption, the adoptive child may be asked to consent to his/her own adoption in order for the adoption to be finalized. The adoptive family acknowledges that an older child, who may have initially given consent to the adoption, often does not have a clear understanding of the lifelong decision that is being made, potentially resulting in fear and panic as realization occurs, before travel or while the family is in state/country for the adoptive process. 
_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
An older child who has spent his/her life in an institutional/foster care setting may have no understanding of “family” and what it means to be a part of a family. They will not be aware of the Adoptive family’s expectations surrounding values and ethics including why dishonesty, stealing, and manipulation are wrong, and why they need to complete tasks and chores. They may also struggle in recognizing their parent as an authority figure. Power struggles may emerge as a coping mechanism, setting adoptive parents against one another and presenting challenges to the marriage. 


















_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
Children who have experienced a lack of stimulation, permanency, and educational opportunities may have issues with developmental delays, sensory integration, speech and language disorders, learning disorders, hyperactivity, lack of concentration and self-stimulating behaviors such as head banging and rocking. Older adopted children are likely to need immediate special education services through Early Intervention Programs or the local school system.







 _____  _____   (Initial here)
*
A child coming home from an orphanage or a state foster home has experienced profound losses. Children who have experienced multiple losses or placements may expect their adoptive family to desert them and act in ways that appear to provoke rejection, physically, emotionally, and behaviorally. 













_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
Children who have experienced trauma may exhibit behaviors including dissociation, learned helplessness, hyper vigilance, nightmares, sleep disturbances, and fear of sleeping alone. 
_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
Children exhibit grief in different ways. Grieving has no timeline and may occur throughout the child’s development. 









_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
When adopting internationally, younger adoptees can often be placated with toys, play, and food, despite a lack of native language ability by the adoptive family, the same may not be true for older adoptees. Therefore, inability of the Adoptive family to have at least some native language ability, either in the form of basic instructions and reassurances or at least the assistance of an electronic translator, may result in the child reacting negatively, including running away, refusal to communicate, excessive crying, and/or acting out behaviorally with the adoptive family.  





 _____  _____   (Initial here)
*
Children should be monitored for self-preservation and safety skills until these can be evaluated or taught. 









_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
Children who have experienced deprivation may exhibit hoarding behaviors and abnormal eating patterns including gorging of foods. 






_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
Children who have experienced loss, rejection or abuse may exhibit rage reactions including temper tantrums, defiance, and swearing. In the extreme, children may engage in fire setting behaviors or other property damage, attempt to run away, exhibit aggression or violence toward themselves (such as cutting , other self-harm, or even suicide attempts) and or exhibit aggression toward other people, animals, or objects. 











_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
When adopting internationally, children living in orphanages have daily lives filled with structure, predictability and routine. The stimulation and constant activity common in most American households and communities may be overwhelming to them and they may exhibit this behaviorally by withdrawing or acting out when exposed to new people and situations or when expected to transition rapidly from one environment to another.
 _____  _____   (Initial here)
*
During the initial adjustment, parents do not always immediately bond with their older adopted child, who already has a personality and a range of behaviors. They may not meet the expectations a parent had when they began the adoption process and may seem very different from the description the parents received from the orphanage or foster parents. 





_____  _____   (Initial here)
*
Because of varying conditions within orphanages and foster care homes, it is highly likely that an older child adoptee will come to the Adoptive Family with behaviors that are inappropriate, and possibly dangerous, to themselves and others, so that it is incumbent upon the Adoptive Family to carefully monitor the adoptive child as any other children in the home, for as long as necessary to ensure the safety of all parties. 
_____  _____   (Initial here)
By signing below, the adoptive family is specifically evidencing full understanding of the risks involved with an older child adoption as outlined above and is willing to risk, time, money, and emotions associated with the process of adoption of an older child, both pre-adoption and post adoption.

Adoptive Parent(s) Signature(s): 
____________________________________________________ Date____________________ 
____________________________________________________ Date____________________ 
This document has been subscribed and affirmed before me in the County of _______________________ State of _______________________ this _______ day of ______________________, 20______.  

(Notary’s Signature) ______________________________________________
My Commission Expires: _____/____/20_____ 

